George Mraz Biography

“George's unique artistic voice is equally manifest (and cherished by the jazz community) in his work as a supremely gifted and supportive accompanist, composer, and lyrical soloist.”

Todd Barkan, 
Keystone Korner International

The legendary pianist Hank Jones did a great job of summing up what is most essential to say about this outstanding and mild-mannered musical giant, "There is no greater jazz bassist in the world today than George Mraz.  Everything he plays is just so profoundly musical and heartfelt.  He makes every note count for something, and his ability to listen and hear and always anticipate exactly where the creative flow is going make him a constant joy to play with."

A native of the Czech Republic, George began his musical studies on violin at the age of seven and started playing jazz in high school.  George entered the Prague Conservatory in 1961, studying bass violin, and graduated in 1966.  He has extensively played and recorded with hundreds of the greatest jazz talents of all time, including most prominently Dizzy Gillespie, the Thad Jones-Mel Lewis Orchestra, Tommy Flanagan, Hank Jones, Stan Getz, Bill Evans, Jim Hall, Joe Henderson, John Abercrombie, and Slide Hampton. George has recorded well over thousand records and CDs.

His albums as a leader include: "Catching Up" on ALFA Records Jazz", "My Foolish Heart", "Bottom Lines”, "Duke’s Place” and "Morava”, all on Milestone Records and ”Moravian Gems” and ”Unison” on Cube-Metier. Other releases include George MRAZ QUARTET “Jazz at Prague Castle” on Multisonic (2012) and George Mraz and David Hazeltine CD “Your Story”on Cube-Metier.

[bookmark: _GoBack]For the past two decades, George has also done a lot of playing and recording with his own Trios and Quartets. The President of the Czech Republic, Vaclav Klaus, received jazz bassist George Mraz at the Prague Castle on June 10th, 2009, and solemnly handed him the Golden Plaque of the President of the Republic for lifetime achievement.

George is now concentrating on his own projects with his wife Camilla (piano) and Anthony Pinciotti (drums), playing mostly his own music.
